Rural  District  of  Winslow. 


1896. 


EDWIN  J.  FRENCH,  PRINTER,  WINSLOW 
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Gentlemen, 


In  my  report  of  1896,  the  first  thing  which  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  in  the  statistics  is  the  small 
number  of  deaths  during  the  year.  It  is  much  less  than  it  has  been  during  my  fifteen  years’  experience  of  the 
Sanitary  District,  and  probably  it  has  never  been  so  little. 

The  death  rate  per  1000  was  13. 1,  a  very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs.  There  were  only  four  deaths  in 
January,  quite  unprecedented,  as  there  are  generally  two  sheets  of  foolscap  filled  up  by  the  Registrar  for  that 
month.  It  was  a  mild  winter,  and  therefore  healthy.  I  wonder  whether  the  old  saying  “A  green  Yule-tide 
brings  a  fat  churchyard”  is  entirely  exploded  in  the  popular  imagination.  The  reverse  is  the  case  of  course, 
every  degree  of  cold  raises  the  mortality. 

There  were  209  births,  a  happy  contrast  to  the  deaths,  more  than  double.  The  district  would  rapidly  grow 
in  population  were  we  able  to  find  work  for  the  people,  but  London  and  other  centres  of  work  draw  the  most 
enterprising  young  men  and  girls  away. 


I  append  the  last  six  years’  death  rate  for  comparison  : — 

Year. 

Total  No. 

1891 

146 

1892 

152 

1893 

113 

1894 

129 

1895 

121 

1896 

101 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

10 

5 

6 

12 


1 

3 


There  are  three  deaths  tabulated  under  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases.  They  were  two  from  Diphtheria 
and  one  from  Septicaemia.  The  cause  of  the  other  deaths  call  for  no  further  comment. 

Proceeding  to  the  Zymotic  outbreaks,  as  distinct  from  their  fatal  termination,  there  are  some  incidents  to 
specify.  At  the  end  of  1895,  s°me  Scarlatina  patients  were  convalescent  in  Great  Horwood,  as  a  legacy  we 
had  in  the  first  part  of  1896,  an  outbreak  in  Whaddon,  probably  contracted  from  Horwood.  There  were  four 
children  ill  in  one  house,  and  as  every  precaution  was  taken,  no  further  extension  of  the  mischief  took  place  in 
Whaddon  ;  but  on  February  28th,  six  children,  all  in  one  house  in  Singleborough,  sickened.  Another  child  in 
an  isolated  cottage  in  Great  Horwood  was  certified  as  suffering  from  Scarlatina  in  February.  I  wrote  at  the 
time  in  my  journal  that  there  must  have  been  some  slightly  affected  and  not  certified  child  which  spread  the 
contagion  around.  If  we  can  only  get  to  know  of  each  house  contaminated  it  is  comparatively  easy  in  Country 
Districts  to  stop  the  plague. 


There  was  no  other  case  of  Scarlatina  during  the  year.  The  Schools  were  closed  in  consequence  of  an 
Epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  at  Mursley,  in  October.  There  was  an  Epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  at 
Winslow  in  September,  and  Mumps  were  so  universal  at  North  Marston,  affecting  both  old  and  young,  that  in 
July  the  Schools  there  had  to  be  closed. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  no  single  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  has  been  reported  this  year.  This 
makes  the  second  consecutive  year  of  entire  immunity  from  that  scourge.  On  the  other  hand,  in  April,  many 
cases  of  poisoning  from  bad  drainage  were  reported  in  Mursley,  and  the  Parish  Council  having  passed  a  reso¬ 
lution  calling  on  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  provide  better  drainage  an  Engineer  was  called  in,  and  proposed  a 
plan  which  consisted  of  a  complete  system  of  socketed  pipes  down  the  main  street,  with  an  outfall  in  a  field 
which  it  was  proposed  to  buy.  This  has  led  to  two  Local  Government  Board  enquiries  by  different  Inspectors, 
and  at  which  the  Board’s  officers  were  requested  to  be  present.  My  evidence  was  required  as  to  the  necessity 
or  otherwise  of  providing  fresh  drainage  at  all.  There  was  some  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers,  and 
much  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  landlord  of  the  field,  who  asked  a  large  price.  The  field  will  be  probably 
bought  compulsorily  and  by  valuation,  but  it  is  not  yet  settled.  The  old  drains  were  in  bad  state,  unsocketed 
and  half  full  of  stagnant  sewage,  owing  partly  to  the  deficient  fall.  An  open  drain  actually  ran  under  the 
cottage  in  one  case,  and  the  air  from  the  contiguous  closets  was  foul.  It  was  here  that  a  case  of  blood  poisoning 
ended  fatally.  Several  children  were  ill  and  some  adults.  Two  men  who  were  lodging  in  the  village  came  home 
to  Winslow,  and  were  laid  up  for  weeks  in  bed.  There  was  no  illness  in  Winslow  at  the  time.  All  the  symptoms 
were  the  same — high  fever,  delirium,  weakness  and  prostration,  inability  to  take  food,  thirst,  &c.,  but  no  abdomi¬ 
nal  tpnrlprnpcc  no  cnrtc  nr*  rharrlinpa  nnr  fnpral  npn]1iarit*r 


^  I  have  drawn  attention  to  the  two  fatal  Diphtheritic  cases.  The  first  death  occurred  in  Winslow  in  March, 
in  a  boy  who  was  lodging  in  the  town.  The  second  one,  at  Stewkley,  died  in  a  cottage  where  two  wells  existed 
in  the  yard,  containing — the  one,  very  foul  water  ;  the  other,  though  apparently  pure,  had  been  the  receptacle 
of  a  dead  child  a  few  months  previously.  There  were  two  other  cases  of  Diphtheria  as  reported  to  you  during 
the  year,  one  at  Stewkley  in  November,  and  the  other  at  Grandborough  in  December.  In  all  these  four  cases 
no  sore  throats  were  known  to  be  prevalent,  and  no  special  insanitary  conditions  existed  in  the  neighbourhood  ; 
and  again  no  further  extension  of  the  mischief  took  place,  though  several  people  had  been  exposed  to  the 
infection.  The  special  incentive  to  the  receptivity  of  the  contagion  is  still  ill-defined. 

You  will  remember  that  a  special  enquiry  was  held  at  Shenley  Brook  End  as  to  the  desirability  of  a  public 
water  supply  there,  in  consequence  of  the  landlord  refusing  to  provide  a  well  at  his  property  at  East  Green.  I 
furnished  a  long  report,  by  request,  to  the  L.  G.  B.  as  to  the  result  of  my  inspection  of  the  village,  a  copy  of 
which  I  believe  the  Clerk  holds,  and  I  need  not  further  specify  particulars  further  than  to  note  that  East  Green 
Water  dispute  is  still  sub  judice . 

Grandborough  village  has  gone  to  some  expense  in  trying  to  obtain  a  public  water  supply,  but  after  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  labour  in  boring,  it  is  found  that  the  expense  would  be  very  considerable  to  provide  a  suffi¬ 
cient  quantity. 

Yet  another  L.G.B.  Enquiry  was  held  at  North  Marston  to  consider  a  proposed  plan  for  conducting  water 
from  a  well  at  the  top  of  the  village  to  the  bottom,  in  proper  pipes.  The  Inspector  drew  out  a  plan  for 
providing  water  to  the  lower  end,  from  a  well  lately  sunk  at  the  top  of  the  village.  This  plan  was  enlarged 
and  altered  by  an  Engineer,  who  has  presented  his  estimates,  &c.,  to  the  L.G.B.,  and  matters  are  at  a  standstill 
till  their  answer  comes. 

Many  improvements  have  been  made  this  year,  and  the  items  have  been  furnished  by  the  Inspector.  Cer¬ 
tainly  every  part  of  your  District  has  been  gone  over  many  times  by  the  Inspector  and  myself.  Let  me  add 
that  the  cottages,  though  much  improved  the  last  few  years,  leave  much  to  be  desired. 

Believe  me, 

Yours  faithfully, 

T.  F.  VAISEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Summary  of  Work,  from  Jan.  1st  to  Dec.  31st,  1896. 


No.  of  Nuisances  reported  ... 

,,  Letters,  Notices  and  Final  Notices,  served  to  abate  the  same 

,,  Houses  closed  as  unfit  and  demolished 

,,  Ditto  fumigated  and  cleansed 

,,  Ditto,  defective  water  supply  remedied 

,,  Public  pumps  and  water  supplies  repaired  ... 

,,  Ditto — new  pumps  erected 

,,  Ditto — new  wells  sunk 

,,  New  privies  provided 

,,  New  urinals 

,,  Public  sewers  extended  in  four  parishes, — 171  yards 

,,  Ditto  taken  up  cleansed  and  re-laid, — 150  yards 
,,  Private  drains  extended  in  five  parishes, — 230  yards 
,,  House  drains  repaired,  cleansed  and  trapped 

,,  New  connections  made  to  public  sewers  ...  ...  ... 

,,  New  Catchpits  built  and  trapped  in  two  parishes  ...  ...  4 

,,  New  houses  erected  ...  ...  •••  •••  4 

Lodging  houses  (not  registered),  inspected  and  reported  upon  ...  • 

Sewerage  courses  and  ditches  cleansed  in  seven  parishes, — 1980  yards 
”  Sanitary  Committee  Meetings  attended  in  six  parishes  ...  4 

Local  Government  Board  enquiries  attended  ... 

The  above  is  exclusive  of  superintending  the  Scavenging  of  Winslow  Town,  night  and  day,  and  tl 
and  Sanitary  Works,  carried  out  at  the  Union  House  during  the  year. 

WILLIAM  WISE, 

Insfector  of  Hi 
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